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Written responses to Hearing Panel questions in Minute 47 

1 My name is Jessica Mary Newlands.  I am a Resource Management 

Technical Lead at the Canterbury Regional Council (Regional Council) 

and have set out my qualifications and experience in my statement of 

evidence dated 20 September 2023.  

2 I have prepared evidence on behalf of the Regional Council in relation to 

Plan Change 14 (PC14) to the Christchurch District Plan (CDP) dated 20 

September 2024 and a summary of evidence dated 22 April 2024.   

3 I have also engaged in expert witness conferencing and am a signatory 

to the Joint Statement of Infrastructure Experts dated 27 September 

2023.  

4 This statement sets out my written responses to the questions of the 

Hearing Panel set out in Appendix A of Minute 47 issued on 23 April 

2024.  

Question 1: What is the permitted activity level for earthworks on the Port 

Hills under the Regional Plan? (Paragraph 18 and others) 

5 The Canterbury Land and Water Plan includes permitted activity rules 

for earthworks in erosion prone areas, in riparian areas, and over 

aquifers. The location of the earthworks on the Port Hills will determine 

which rules are applicable, and which volumes are permitted. Not all of 

the Port Hills is covered by the Canterbury Land and Water Plan High 

Soil Erosion Risk overlay. I have appended the relevant rules to this 

document, as well as a map showing the location of the High Soil 

Erosion Risk overlay (Appendix A and B). 

6 These rules are also summarised in Appendix 4 to Ms Buddle’s 

summary statement, and Appendix 2 of Ms Buddle's summary is a map 

showing the High Soil Erosion Risk overlay against the relevant 

residential zones and loess dominant soils. 

Question 2:  What geographic areas do the Stormwater Management 

Plans cover? (Paragraph 58) 

7 The seven Stormwater Management Plans required by the Christchurch 

City Council’s Comprehensive Stormwater Network Discharge Consent 

(CSNDC) are to cover the entire Christchurch District. The geographic 

areas that these are to cover individually are: 



 

 

- Ōtākaro/ Avon River Area  

- Puharakekenui/ Styx River Area  

- Huritini / Halswell River Area 

- Ōpāwaho/ Heathcote River Area 

- Ihutai Estuary and Coastal Area 

- Otukaikino/ Outer Area Christchurch 

- Te Pātaka o Rakaihautu / Banks Peninsula Settlements 

Appendix C includes a map showing these seven geographical areas (sourced 

from the Ihutai Estuary and Coastal Area Stormwater Management Plan). 

Appendix C also contains a map showing more specifically the Ōpāwaho/ 

Heathcote and Huritini / Halswell River Area (sourced from the Huritini / 

Halswell River Area Stormwater Management Plan). 

 

Question 3: When were the Stormwater Management Plans lodged with 

Environment Canterbury? (Paragraph 58) 

8  

Area Date of lodgement 

Otakaro/ Avon River Area  N/A 

Puharakekenui/ Styx River Area  14th December 2023 

Huritini / Halswell River Area 13th December 2021 then again 

28th February 2024 

Ōpāwaho/ Heathcote River Area 13th December 2021 then again 

28th February 2024 

Ihutai Estuary and Coastal Area 21st of December 2022 

Otukaikino/ Outer Area 

Christchurch 

29th September 2023 

Te Pataka o Rakaihautu / Banks 

Peninsula Settlements 

N/A 

 

  



 

 

Question 4: Can you give more detail on which aspects of the Stormwater 

Management Plans do not comply to enable them to be certified 

(Paragraph 58) 

9 I will answer this question in relation to the Huritini / Halswell River Area 

and Ōpāwaho/ Heathcote River Area Stormwater Management Plans 

only. The Stormwater Management Plans were reviewed by 

Environment Canterbury staff experts in the fields of; engineering, 

compliance, groundwater, surface water and contaminated land. Two 

memorandums were prepared by these experts that outlined the 

reasons why certification could not be provided. These memorandums 

are 15 pages long each, so I will not replicate here all of the matters that 

were raised with the contents of the Stormwater Management Plans. In 

summary the Stormwater Management Plans did not meet the 

requirements of the CSDNC Conditions 6 and 8 and Schedule 2. Of note 

the Stormwater Management Plans: 

- Provided contaminant load reduction targets that were derived from C-

CLM modelling done as part of the consent application. They did not 

provide a description of the process and considerations used in setting 

the contaminant load reduction target(s) and whether the targets were 

derived using the best practicable model or method and input data. 

- Did not provide specific details on stormwater mitigation facilities and 

devices, or discussion as to whether the City Council were prioritising 

stormwater treatment in catchments: that discharge in proximity to areas 

of high ecological or cultural value, such as habitat for threatened 

species or Areas of Significant Natural Value under the Regional 

Coastal Environment Plan (Canterbury Regional Council, 2012); and 

areas with high contaminant loads. 

- Did not provide details of monitoring that will be undertaken of any 

waterways and springs that could be affected by stormwater 

management changes anticipated within the life of the Stormwater 

Management Plan. 

- Did not provide an assessment of the effectiveness of water quality or 

quantity mitigation methods established under previous by Stormwater 

Management Plans and identification of any changes in methods or 

designs resulting from the assessment. 



 

 

- Halswell only - Did not set water level reduction or tolerances for 

increases for the critical 2% and 10% AEP events, and the identification 

of key monitoring locations were considered potentially problematic. 

- Did not provide a summary of feedback received, nor respond to the 

Technical Peer Review Panel comments. 

- Schedule 6 of the consent sets out minimum requirements to enable 

discharges under the CSNDC from greenfield developments and re-

developments in areas not yet covered by Stormwater Management 

Plans. The Stormwater Management Plans replicated these minimum 

requirements and did not provide any commentary as to why these were 

considered suitable, and as to why more stringent requirements were 

not considered. These design standards should have been given 

catchment-specific consideration. 

- Did not go into any detail on whether existing facilities are performing 

adequately, operation and maintenance requirements for existing 

facilities, what consideration is given to providing mitigation for existing 

developments and planning for new facilities. 

- Halswell only – did not include a volume target. I note however that we 

expect the Stormwater Management Plan will be reviewed once the 

flood volume information has been received by the City Council, to detail 

the works required to mitigate the effects of stormwater discharges 

(specifically volume) if required. 

- Various formatting, grammatical and reference errors required fixing.  

Question 5: What stage are the Stormwater Management Plans now at 

with respect to certification and what matters are still outstanding? Are 

these outstanding matters of ‘substance’ or technical/minor detail to be 

resolved? (Paragraph 58) 

10 The Huritini / Halswell River Area and Ōpāwaho/ Heathcote River Area 

Stormwater Management Plans are still under review. I cannot confirm 

whether there are matters still outstanding. I can confirm that the revised 

Huritini / Halswell River Area Stormwater Management Plan does not 

include a volume target as I understand that the revised river and 

floodplain model is not yet available.   

  



 

 

Question 6: What is the status of the Sediment Discharge Management 

Plan? (Paragraph 65) 

11 The Sediment Discharge Management Plan was certified on the 14th of 

October 2022. The June 2022 revision is operative. This will need to be 

reviewed this year.  

Question 7: Is there a map of the extended area to cover the Cashmere 

and Huntsbury areas of the Port Hills (Paragraph 97) 

12 I’m not sure what this refers to.  Ms Buddle may be better placed to 

answer this question.  

 

 

 

 

……………………………. 

Jessica Newlands  

23 April 2024 

  



 

 

Appendix A – Permitted activity rules which may be applicable for 

earthworks on the Port Hills 

  



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Appendix B –High Soil Erosion Risk overlay CLWRP 

 



 

 

Appendix C –Geographical areas of the Stormwater Management Plans  
 

 


